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Let’ s deepen our understanding of the Japanese kimono.

Presentation Overview
To promote foreign understanding of Japanese traditions and the Japanese way of
thinking through the experience of dressing in kimono, and to create an opportunity to
make friendly relations between Japan and other countries

1. Background and Objectives

We learned about an incident in a high school geography class where a Chinese citizen
wearing her country’ s traditional clothes was accused by a citizen within China. The
citizens’ argument was “Don’t wear traditional Japanese clothes in China.” There are
two problems with this incident: firstly, even Chinese do not distinguish between Chinese
and Japanese clothes; secondly, there is a discriminatory attitude towards wearing other
countries’ traditional clothing in their own countries. The ideal goal is to eliminate
the discrimination in the second point, but the first step is to promote understanding

of kimono in Asian countries. This initiative falls under SDG No. 10, “Reduced
inequalities” , and we believe that this is an important issue for the future.
2. Methods

To ascertain foreigners’ understanding of kimono, an interview survey was conducted
with foreign tourists visiting the tourist town of Hakodate. The survey covered (1) their
place of origin, (2) whether they could correctly select a photograph of a kimono, and
(3) their attitudes towards wearing the traditional costume of another country in their
own country.

3. Results

Interviews with 18 international tourists showed that all 18 were able to choose
kimonos. As for (3), 17 answered that it’ s acceptable.
4. Conclusion

The results of this interview survey reaffirmed many Asians visiting Japan. Most of
them tolerated the traditional costumes of other countries and recognised the differences
in appearance between Chinese and Japanese traditional costumes.

In other words, it was found that few citizens deny the relationship between Japan and
foreign countries. We also had the opportunity to try on the kimono ourselves, and we
were able to learn more about the etiquette and many traditional ideas related to the
kimono than we had seen before. There was a lot of new information for us Japanese, and
we could recognise the importance of knowing Japanese culture correctly through the actual
dressing and exchange
5. Future Tasks

Hakodate is currently visited by tourists as well as foreign students, technical
trainees and other foreigners from various backgrounds. We want to spread Japanese culture
through the experience of wearing kimonos, just as we experienced first—hand. The specific
activity was to set up face—framed panels of kimonos in places where many foreigners
visit, and to transmit the information to the world by attaching a hashtag to the panels. In
an environment where the internet has become widespread, we hope that this activity will
connect Japan with the rest of the world and build understanding of Japan and friendly
relations with other countries.
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